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WECF — Women in Europe for a Common
Future

 International network with 150 member organisations
In 50 countries

o Secretariat in Germany, Netherlands, France,
Georgia

« UNEP partner

 Co-Lead: Women Major Group UN SDGs
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WECF - Working for a healthy environment
In 4 areas




mission...

...Protect human health and environment
from harmful exposure to chemical
contaminants including Endocrine
Disrupting Chemicals



Scope of the problem ...

widespread exposure of populations to
endocrine disrupting chemicals (EDCs),

In every day products and our
environment...



Sources

e |Indoor air
e Food

 Packaging materials, textiles, toys, cosmetics, furniture,
detergents, etc.

e Biocides, Pesticides
e Medical Devices




Chemicals of concern in products

Bisphenol A: lining of tin cans,

cash receipts, food contact materials, toys, etc.
Other bisphenols’ (BPS, etc.) use as alternatives
Parabens: cosmetics, food, etc.

Methylhexyl ethoxycinamate (EDC): cosmetics

Nonylphenol ethoxylates: children’s wear, textiles, mattresses,
household paints, etc.

Flame retardants (TBBPA, etc.): furniture, electronics, etc.

Phthalates: DINP, DIDP, DIOP, DEHP etc. in food, consumer
products, fancy dresses, school supplies, toys, etc.

Metals : Lead, mercury, nickel, cadmium, aluminium: food
contamination, toys, and consumer products

US survey (2013) :

phthalates in more than 770 children’s products (baby car
seats, changing mats, bedding, clothes, Halloween masks, etc.)



Scope of the problem ...
Body burden, up to 300 substances can be found

Over 1,300 scientific studies link exposure to EDCs
to spiraling rates of hormone-related cancers,
diabetes, obesity and behavioral problems in children

Most vulnerable groups: pregnant women and
children



Diseases on the rise

Quelle: US CDC / US National Center for Health Statistics



Source: HEAL
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How NGOs try to fill the gap of legislation

Prevention through informing and awareness
raising

Prevention through advocating on national,
European and international level and policy
processes

Building coalitions and bridging between
political decision makers, science, physicians,
NGOs, media and public

Translating scientific research for policy
makers and media




Building coalitions for advocating:
www.edc-free-europe.org/



ChildProtect

www.protectingchildrenfromhazardouschemicals.eu




WECF Project Nesting: Guides, website, App,
iInformation film for pregnant women



Mama Green Magazine:

positive & practical information



Puur Baby Plaza: we cannot
do It on our own



FIGO Statement 2015



Your support is needed!!!

Experts, scientists, health professionals
* have high credibllity

e have influence on research and scientific
debate

e are recognized by media and politicians

* bring latest scientific results in the policy
process

Please communicate your excellent knowledge
to the public and decision makers!!!



Thank you
for your attention!

Contact:
Chantal Van den Bossche



